The Judgment Seat of Christ
Introduction:

I.  The Scriptures - I Corinthians 3:11-15; II Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:12; Galatians 6:7

I Corinthians 3:11-15

“But let each one take heed how he builds on it. For no other foundation can anyone lay than ﻿﻿that which is laid, ﻿﻿which is Jesus Christ. ﻿Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the Day ﻿﻿will declare it, because ﻿﻿it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire”
II Corinthians 5:10

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad”.
“we” – it is Christian

“must” – it is inevitable 

“all” – it is universal

“made manifest” (appear) – it is public

“judgment seat” – it is judicial

“stand” – it is in resurrection

“each” (every) – it is individual 

“give account” – it is responsibility

“To God” – it is Divine
“good or bad” grammatically refers to the reward, not to “the things done in the body”

Romans 14:12

﻿“So then ﻿﻿each of us shall give account of himself to God”
Galatians 6:7

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap”.
II. The Time and Place

A. After the Rapture - The taking out of the church, the Body of Christ, Prior to the seven-year tribulation.(See chart)
B. In Heaven

I Thessalonians 4:13-17
“The church will be “caught up,” dead believers will be resurrected and living believers will be changed. 
“So, shall we ever be with the Lord” (4:18)
 John 14:3

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also”
So, from the rapture on, we will be with the Lord.
III. The People Involved - All believers from Pentecost to the Rapture. Not Old Testament believers or tribulation believers.
IV. The Purpose

A. Not to receive eternal life - Whoever believes has eternal life.
B. Not to determine destiny - Everyone there assured of eternity with the Lord
C. But, it is - To determine rewards for service since salvation.

God gives salvation without cost;
                     Then He equips us for service with spiritual gifts;
   
 Gives us the opportunity to serve Him;


Empowers us with the Holy Spirit;


     Blesses His Word as we teach it;
Then He pays us wages for our work. 

Revelation 22:12

“And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward (μισθός i.e. wages) is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

V. The Basis
Galatians 6:7
“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap”
 Yes, this verse is given to believers.
A. The Evidence - Life and Works of the believer.
What our eyes have looked upon
What our ears have listened to

What our hearts have loved

What our minds have believed
What our lips have said

What our hands have worked

Where our feet have walked

These are the unimpeachable evidences of the Judgment seat.

B. The Picture:
1.  The works of each individual believer are placed in a pile before the Bema Seat
The Good - gold, silver, precious stone
The Worthless - wood, hay, stubble
2.  Maybe the structure is in view:
A house of precious metals

A house of straw

Which will stand the test of fire?

VI. The Result - I Corinthians 3:14
A. The Awards Given
1. He will receive a reward

“If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward”.
2. He will suffer loss
“If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss;”
3. “but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”.
B. Crowns Awarded:

1. The Incorruptible Crown - given to those who master the old nature (1 Corinthians 9:25-27).
2. The Crown of Rejoicing - given to soul winners (Proverbs 11:30, Daniel 12:31, 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20). 

3. The Crown of Life - given to those who successfully endure temptation (James 1:2-3, Revelation 2:10). 

4. The Crown of Righteousness - for those who especially love the doctrine of the rapture (2 Timothy 4:8). 

5. The Crown of Glory - given to faithful preachers and teachers (Acts 20:26-28, 2 Timothy 4:1-2, 1 Peter 5:2-4).
C. Position in the Kingdom Secured
Luke 19:17-19

“And he said to him, ﻿﻿‘Well done, good servant; because you were ﻿﻿faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.’ And the second came, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned five minas.’ Likewise he said to him, ‘You also be over five cities.’ 
Conclusion:
Who is a dependable judge of your life?

Your friends may over-praise you.

Your critics may over-blame you.

The world will totally misunderstand you.

Your own conscience may flatter you.

Only the Lord can appraise us exactly. Therefore judge nothing before the time.

I Corinthians 4:1 ﻿

“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 

